CHAPTER I

DASAGITIKA OR THE TEN
GITI STANZAS

A. Having paid reverence to Brahman, who is one (in causal-
ity, as the creator of the universe, but) many (in his manifesta-
tions), the true deity, the Supreme Spirit, Aryabhata sets forth
three things: mathematics \ganita], the reckoning of time
[kalakriya], and the sphere \gola].

Baidyanath suggests that satyd devatd may denote
Sarasvati, the goddess of learning. For this I can
find no support, and therefore follow the commen-
tator Paramesvara in translating "the true deity/7
God in the highest sense of the word, as referring to
Prajapati, Pitamaha, Svayambhu, the lower indi-
vidualized Brahman, who is so called as being the
creator of the universe and above all the other gods.
Then this lower Brahman is identified with the higher
Brahman as being only an individualized manifesta-
tion of the latter. As Paramesvara remarks, the use
of the word kam seems to indicate that Aryabhata
based his work on the old Pitamahasiddhanta. Sup-
port for this view is found in the concluding stanza
of our text (IV, 50), dryabhatlyam ndmnd purvam
svdyambhuvam sadd sad yat. However, as shown by
Thibaut1 and Kharegat,2 there is a close connection
between Aryabhata and the old Suryasiddhdnta. At

1 PanccMdhantiMj pp. xviii, xxvii

2 JBBRAS, XIX, 129-31.
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